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ABOUT THE PLAY

Matar a Rómulo (Killing Romulus) is a play written by Luis Barrales. It is inspired in
William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus. The staging of the play is directed by
Sebastián Jaña. He uses different times and spaces to explore the violence in the
original text and make it deeper.

Sebastián Jaña directs the production which is performed by María Gracia
Omegna, MoisésAngulo, Felipe Zepeda, Claudio Ravanal and Nicole Sazo.

The staging of the play portrays an Art Proffessor who dictates a Shakespeare
Workshop to young immigrants. It happens at the time the biggest terrorist attack in
history takes place. After the attack, all the immigrants, including the teacher, are
considered suspicious and potentially dangerous. Because of it, they incarnate
Shakespeare’stragedy in real life.

Four scenes from the Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus organize this play, which is
placed in different times and spaces, from the ancient Rome to the contemporary
Chile.
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Sebastián Jaña (Santiago, 1981) began his career as theatre director in 2004 with
his own production (GEN, based on Jean Genet’s life). He is a graduate student
from the acting programm (PUC, Chile), but he started to work mainly as theater
director. He began his career mixing his interests in acting and direction, teaching
theatre in many arts majors in Chile.

Since the very beginning, his artistic works are being based on a research about
violence. This research turned into an obsession in Jaña’s plays after the day which
change the conception of contemporary world: the day of the attack to the Twin
Towers in New York, 9-11. His plays emphasize staging: the intensity of the image,
lights and sounds that make his staging style unique, raw, shocking and very
particular.

In association with the chilean playwright Luis Barrales, he has developed a serie
of theatre plays starting from some of the big classics of theatre: Jardín de Reos
(Prisioner’s Garden), from the Jean Genet’s Haute Surveillance; Topografía de las
Lágrimas (Tears Topography), from the play Les Bonnes, also written by Genet; and
Matar a Rómulo (Killing Romulus) basedon Shakespere’s Titus Andronicus.
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
Luis Barrales (Laja, 1978) is a chilean Actor, Director and Playwright. In 2002 he
wrote La Raíz del Silencio. Because of this play he won the Défi Jeune award, given
by the French Government. In 2003 he wrote Uñas Sucias, a play selected in the IX
Chilean National Dramaturgy Contest. Later, in 2005, he wrote the play “HP” Hans
Pozo (best work edited 2008, National Book Fund), La Chancha, Niñas Araña (Circle
of Art Critics Award 2008), Patas de gallo (Iberescena 2009), La mala clase (Altazor
Award 2010 y the José Nuez Martín Award, given by the Catholic University in
2012), Shakespeare Falsificado (Florencio Sánchez Award, Argentina, to the best
foreing play in 2013), Allende, noche de septiembre, La Sangre de los Árboles,
Xuárez (Circle of Art Critics Award, 2015).

In association with the chilean theatre director Sebastián Jaña, he has developed
Jardín de Reos (Prisioner’s Garden), from the Jean Genet’s Haute Surveillance;
Topografía de las Lágrimas (Tears Topography), from the play Les Bonnes, also
written by Genet; and Matar a Rómulo (Killing Romulus) based on Shakespere’s
Titus Andronicus.

His plays are very critic with the political model. His writing style mixes the popular
and academic languages. These charateristics have given him a singular style,
which is renewing the codes in the traditional Chilean way to write theatre.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWb_jy99vhM

Full performance video (english subtitled):
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